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Seventh Army is making a desperate effort to extricate itself
by cutting its way southward. But there is no serious attempt
to cut the German salient by a drive from the south. The
main French Army seems not to be in a position for an offen-
sive. It is busy hurrying up troops to positions south of the
Somme and the Aisne, which rivers are to be General Wey-
gand's new line of defense.
At the tip of the German spearhead German motorized
units are attacking Boulogne. Port installations there and at
Ostend, Dunkerque, Calais and Dieppe are being bombed,
evidently with the aim of hampering the evacuation of the
British troops caught in Flanders. German planes also bomb
and set fire to stations in the important railway cities of Com-
piegne and Creil, the latter only 30 miles from Paris, and
BiOinb Senlis, Chantilly and other nearby towns. British planes
in turn bomb bridges across the Meuse, and Ruhr railway cen-
ters.
The British Parliament in two hours and a half passes the
"Emergency Powers (Defence) Act, 1940," an unprece-
dented measure giving the Government the right to conscript
every person and every piece of property and all the financial
resources in the realm. The Government receives full power
over industry, property and labor to insure the maximum
war effort. The excess profits tax is raised to 100 percent.
The British Parliament also passes a bill providing that the
death penalty may be imposed in grave cases of espionage and
sabotage.
Italy marks the first anniversary of the signing of the alii-